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Dear friends in Christ,

Stepping out in faith can be difficult. Martin Luther
did it in 1517. The Bvangelical Lutheran Church in
America did it at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly.
This church can be bold and daring because of our

scriptural and Lutheran confessional understandings.

Is it easy?

No. Do we always get it right? Probably not. Where
we are in error, may God correct us.

The cross is our center. Faith, grace and Scripture
alone are our guides. We are church. We are
compelled by the gospel and our understanding
that in Christ we have been set free to love and
serve the neighbor. This loving and serving of our
neighbor alongside courageous and faithful leaders
is what offers hope to congregations.

Over the past 18 months we have made significant
strides in our work on congregational vitality. This
church has multiplied its efforts and leveraged its
resources to enhance vitality in congregations. Our
vision continues to evolve around strengthening
our relationships with God, each other and the
neighbors we serve. In this way we are addressing
both local and global issues by being present in our
own community and proactive with issues in the
broader church.

This presence is made possible in significant ways
through your giving of time, talents and financial
resources to our work together. The success of
our recent campaign, Always Being Made New:
The Campaign for the ELCA, reflects the increasing

A message from

ELCA Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton

support for existing and new ministries that serve
our communities here at home and others around
the globe. Through regular, special and legacy
gifts, $250 million was given to support God's work.
Through the spiritual practice of giving, we both
acknowledge receiving God's gifts and share in
God's generosity by passing on a portion to others.
Together we are doing God's work in ways that we
could not do otherwise.

As your congregation plans work for the coming
year, | hope you will be both bold and daring,
remembering God provides and desires abundant
life for all. May you continue supporting God's work
together with a spirit of solidarity, collaboration
and generosity. We are all partners in the gospel,
believing in Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the
life of the world.

Stepping out in faith together,

W@&m

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“So if anyone is in Christ, thereis a
new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has
become new!” —2 Corinthians 5:17
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Clementson Lutheran Church

Annual meeting
January 19, 2020

Call to order

Devotions

Approval of Agenda

Minutes - January 20, 2019

Reports

A Pastor's Report

B. Statistical

C. Financial

. Church Women

E. Sunday School

F. Other

Unfinished Business

A Building improvement

C.
D.

1.Fellowship hall and kitchen lighting
2. Foundation windows

3. Bathroom vanity

4. Cabinet by kitchen door

Grounds

1. Tree cleanup

2. Playground equipment
Constitution - ratification

Other

Mew Business

A
B.
C.

E.

Approval of Mission Plan

Church Wormen - refrigerator

Election of officers

President - Gary Swenson 2017

Secretary - Stacy Spina 2019

Treasurer - Sue Hasbargen 2019

Financial Secretary - Jill Hasbargen 2012

Property -

Election of voting members and alternates
1. Morthwestern MN Synod Assembly June 12-13
2. Conference gathering

Other

Adjournment and Lord's Prayer



Clementson Annual Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2019

The meeting was called to order by President Gary Swenson at 12:30 pm.
Devotions: Led by Pr. Paul Olsen.

Minutes of January 21, 2018: A motion to approve the minutes by Kit Hasbargen and
seconded by Maureen Hasbargen. Motion carried.

Reports:

Fastors Report: Report was given by Pr. Paul. No additions to the report printed in the Annual
Report.

Statistical Report. report reviewed

Financial Secretary’s Report: report reviewed

Treasurers Report: report reviewed

Church Women Report: report reviewed

Sunday School Report. report reviewed

A motion was made to accept all reports as printed in the Annual Report by Sharon Spina
seconded by Jill Hasbargen. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business:
Building Improvement:

Talk to Lee Paradise about painting the church.

Talk to Larry Larson and Chuck Tischart about replacing kitchen windows.

Pirkl's Lumber and Carpet are looking for basement windows.

It will cost between $700 and $800 to redo the fluorescent lights. Current bulbs are hard
to get any more.

Ll

Grounds Improvement:

1. We need to take care of widow makers in the oak trees. For safety sake we might want
to remove existing big oaks.

2. New playground eqguipment should be looked into.

3. Property purchase of 75" x 100" is still pending.

Constitution:

Pastor Paul mentioned that Clementson’s constitution was in good order, it just needed wording
updates. Pastor Paul suggested we need an amendment to the constitution where a person can
serve up to five terms ( 10 years) in a position. A motion was made to accept the amendment
by Kit Hasbargen seconded by Denton Hasbargen. Maotion carried.



New Business:
Approval of Mission Plan (budget):

There was a lot of discussion about the building supplies section of the budget. A motion was
made to accept the budget for 2019 by Kit Hasbargen seconded by Jake Hasbargen.

Call Commitiee:

The current call committee will stay on to help the new pastor get established.

Election of officers:

Becky Buegler mentioned that she has been on the council for 10 years and would like to step
down as treasurer. A motion was made to nominate Sue Hasbargen as treasurer by Peggy

Hasbargen seconded by Sharon Spina. Motion camed.

Voting members for Synod Assembly June 7-9, 2019. No action taken. Assembly people
should go to the LaRoKi Conference gathenng March 17, 2019,

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Kit Hasbargen seconded by
Denton Hasbargen. Motion carried.

The meeting was closed with the Lord’'s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Stacy Spina
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Members of Clementson Lutheran Church,

As we gather together to reflect on this past year and plan for the future, | would like to take a
minute to say a few thank yous. First - thank you Pastor Birgitte for accepting our call - you are
a blessing! Thank you to the call committee for their hours and commitment in completing the
call process. To those who have taken a leadership role in our congregation, a big thank you for
being willing to serve and for the excellent work. Thank you to our Parish office staff - Jeannie
and Alyse.

To the congregation, | ask that each of you continue to give your time, talents and financial
support. Ask God to use you, each of us have gifts that we can share to accomplish our
mission. Thanks be to God!

In Christ,
Gary Swenson
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Northwestern Minnesota Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

God's work, Qur hands.

Synod Staff

Bishop Bill Tesch

Pr. Karla Mickelson
Associate to the Bishop for
Synodical Administration

Pr. Keith Zeh
Director for
Evangelical Mission

Pr. lon Olson
Synod Minister for
Vocations

“Mary was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind o greeting like that.”
“I'm bursting with God-news; I'm doncing the song of my Savior God.”
Luke 1:29 and 46 (The Message)

Dear Siblings in Christ of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod,
Greetings in the name of the One who both shakes us to the core and fills us with joy!

| write now in the fourth week of Advent, 2019. The gently falling snow outside my window
belies the turmail now swirling in cur world and in our hearts. Deepening political divides both
here and abroad, dire reports of a changing climate, mass shootings, the crisis facing our
farmers all conspire to convince us that we are headed toward catastrophe. | submit that the
world of Mary the mother of lesus was no less disconcerting. Into such a world God spoke a new
word, showed up in a new way and by so doing transformed Mary, then us, then one day: all of
creation. | wonder if we could seek the heart of Mary, if we could boldly interrogate God like
Mary interrogated the messenger of God, if we could embrace the promised future even if it
seems (for now) as fragile as a suckling child. For this | pray, and | invite you to join me. | firmly
believe it is a prayer that God and God's angels rush to answer!

As you gather in your annual meeting | invite you to think of the other 222 congregations and
90,000 siblings in Christ across our synod who are also gathering. Many of the decisions you
make today will be an expression of your partnership in the Gospel with them, with us. The
Gospel is the treasure we cherish and to which we bear witness, a treasure that we guard only
by giving it away.

In the first 90 days of my time serving as your Bishop, | am pleased to report on the outstanding
accomplishments of your amazing synod staff with whom | am privileged to work.

s \We have established a vision: "Communities so emboldened by the grace of God through
Jesus Christ that we are freed to be wholly devoted to loving Jesus and loving our neighbor.

* \We have articulated three core values: "Faithfulness, Authenticity and Love.”

* We have putin place three operating principles: "Making a safe space for the ministry of the
Gospel to unfold; Making a way into the future; Making places at the table for diverse or
unheard voices.”

& \We have introduced an innovative new synod staffing model that is producing over 200
hours each month of face-to-face engagement with communities and leaders across our
synod.

¢ \We have responded to the emerging crisis in our farming communities and have developed
plans for further response early this year.

= \We have assisted 11 communities in conflict with professional guidance and support.

& \We are accompanying 36 congregations and parishes in call processes, and have developed
new tools to make our work more efficient and responsive.

* \We have invited our eight Conference Deans to play a larger role in the process when
congregations have a change of pastors, and they have graciously and professionally
stepped up to the challenge!



Kathy Levenhagen, SAM
Synod Minister for
Community & Leader
Engagement
{Conferences 1 & 2)

Pr. Karen Young Trenne
Synod Minister for
Community & Leader
Engagement
{Conferences 3 & 5)

Pr. Genelle Metland
Synod Minister for
Community & Leader
Engagement
{Conferences 4 & &)

Pr. Brad Skogen
Synod Minister for
Community & Leader
Engagement

* We have reorganized our Candidacy Committee and clarified the candidacy process, thus
clearing the way for what we believe will be many new candidates for ordained ministry.

* We have met with our Synodically Authorized Ministers (SAMS) and are developing a system
to equip and support them in their work while also holding them and the congregations they
serve accountable to our church's unique witness to the Gospel.

+ We have identified and begun work with five clusters of congregations where God may be
calling them to move into the future in a new way: reaching out together to their
increasingly diverse communities, and/or restructuring for long-term sustainability.

* We have designed a process and pulled together a team for developing a strategic plan - a
draft of which will be presented at this year's synod assembly.

* We have 12 congregations engaged in "Cultivating Generous Congregations,” a collaborative
effort with several other synods to train leaders of small membership congregations to build
a culture of generosity in their church and community.

| want you to know how immensely grateful | am for your trust in extending this call to serve
with you in this way. I'm a newcomer here, and you have shown me nothing but grace and
patience while | have learned the names of people and places, ways of doing things, directions
to here and there, ete. | must beg your continued patience, as | continue to learn and to grow to
know you, the wonderful people of God of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod!

In Christ our Brother,

Bt Vool

Pastor Bill Tesch
Bishop of the Morthwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

Cheryl Zeh Kristina Dernler lohn Bell

Office Manager LYO Advisor Interim Webmaster
Financial Coordinator Gathering Coordinator Newsletter Coordinator



Clementson Lutheran
2019 Financial Secretarty's Report

Month-end foering totals

January 3,374.00
February 3,264.00
March 3,183.00
April 4,455.25
May 3,731.50
June 3,113.00
July 2,692.00
August 2,813.00
September 4,023.00
October 3,578.00
November 2,556.00
December 4.477.00

2019 Total $41,259.75

2018 Total $41,900.00

Miscellaneous Income

Lent 342.00
Co-op Service Patronage Dividend 11.15
Thrivent Financial's Thrivent Choice £92.00
Morrison Family - use of chairs 50.00
Tree gift donation 100.00

Total $1,195.15

Jill Hasbargen

Financial Secretary

10



TreassurReport obetambanry 2019

Actual 2018 Fuel Usage  $2,313.61
(remaining balance of 5155.78 credited toward 2018 prebuy
1550 gallon @51.39 bought for 2018-19)

Date Snow Plowing
1/18 Duane Lafky
3/15 Duane Lafky

Date Lawn Mowing
2/9 Larry Bilyeu

Date Safe Deposit Box
1/3 wells Fargo

Date Music
3/12 Heidi Olson
3/12 Joyce Washburn
5/9 Jody Horntvedt

Mission Plan Support
Date Baudette Lutheran Parish

1/22
2/20
3/20
4/20
5/21
6/20
7/20
8/20
9/20
10/22
11/20
12/20

Amount
140.00
140.00

Total $280.00

Amount
250.00

Total $250.00

Amount
30,00

Total $30.00

Amount
35.00
35.00
70.00

Total $140.00

Amount
1,335.00
1,335.00
1,335.00
1,335.00
1,339.00
1,335.00
1,335.00
1,335.00
1,335.00
1,339.00
1,335.00
1,335.00

Total $16,068.00

11-

Check #
3617
3623

Check #
3585

Check #
EFT

Check #
3621
322
3578

Check #
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT
EFT



Total 2018 Disbursements
Ck Account funds 1-1-18
Ck Account funds 12-31-18
Memorial Fund 1-1-18
Memorial Fund 12-31-18

$25,990.92
$33,001.22
$52,568.30
55,809.62
$5,911.38

Expenses 2018 and Budget 2019

Church Outreach Actual 2017 Proposed 2018 Actual 2018 Proposed 2019

Synod Benevolence 2,142.00 2,142.00 2,142.00 3,000.00
Synod Assembly 269.89 550.00 65.00 550.00
World Hunger 154.00 150.00 114.00 150.00
LOW Food Shelf 154.00 150.00 114.00 150.00
Clem. Benevolence 0.00 1,000.00 300.00 1,000.00
$2,719.89 $3,992.00 $2,735.00 $4,850.00
Church Home
1517 Media 439.72 550.00 351.00 550.00
Stamps 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Flowers 50.00 200.00 141.94 200.00
Wine 41.54 75.00 16.40 75.00
Piano Tuning 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00
Misc Expenses 280.41 750.00 1,021.91 1,000.00
Electricity 1,102.00 1,150.00 1,123.00 1,200.00
Insurance 1,150.95 1,200.00 1,127.56 1,200.00
Telephone 702.65 725.00 707.39 720.00
Fuel 645.00 2,500.00 1,998.72 2,300.00
Building Supplies 686.00 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00
Snow Plowing 175.00 250.00 280.00 300.00
Lawn Mowing 130.00 250.00 250.00 300.00
Safe Deposit Box 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00
Musicians 190.00 200.00 140.00 200.00
$5,713.27 $8,980.00 $7,187.92 $9,175.00
Baudette Lutheran Parish
Mission Plan Support  $21,600.00 516,075.00  516,068.00 $20,000.00
Totals $30,033.16 $29,048.00  525,990.92 $34,025.00
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