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2019 Annual Report of Pastor Birgitte Catlin 

Beloved in Christ, 
 

The beginning of February will mark the one year anniversary of our time together. In this year, 
as my first and foremost goal, I sought to get to know you. With a group of congregations with 
as much history as the three of you, it is no small task. So far I have learned that you are com-
mitted to working together. This has not always been the case and there are still some re-
maining wounds left among you from times of strife between you. But like adult siblings in a 
complicated family, you can look back at those previous struggles and see them for what they 
are: in the past. In working together as a Parish, you see a future; whereas without the Parish 
there is no future.  
 

I have learned that you are curious about your faith. Through bible studies and Sunday school, 
Soul Food classes and confirmation, lenten and advent devotions, I have seen that you are seek-
ing. As good disciples, you seek a closer relationship with God. Many of you know what that 
closer relationship could look like but many of you are still unsure. Those of you who are not 
certain of the churchôs role in your life encourage the rest of us to ask some really important 
questions like, ñwhy is church important to me?ò; ñwhy does faith matter?ò; ñwho is the church 
serving?ò; and many others. These questions help to guide the mission of the church and itôs 
purpose here in Lake of the Woods.  
 

And I have learned that you love Godôs people and Godôs creation. This love is an obvious out-
pouring and byproduct of being committed to working together and having curiosity about your 
faith. As Martin Luther pointed out many times, faith in action is the only response to the gift of 
free love and grace that we receive from God. You are itching with this question: how/who can 
we serve? All that we have and all that we are come from the generosity of God and it is 
because of this that we then respond with our own generosity.  
 

This year has flown quickly by as we have worked hard together through:  
Á Joint Worship Services  
Á Soul Food 

Á World Ploughing Competition  
Á Baptisms and Confirmations and Weddings and Funerals 

Á Care Center and Homebound Ministries 

Á Lenten and Holy Week Worship 

Á Quilting Ministries 

Á Pizza Nights 

We have sought to serve God and Godôs people together. 

As the new year unfolds, I look forward to more opportunities to explore the relationship of the 
Parish, your questions about faith, and how we can serve our community and the broader world. 
I plan to spend more time with you in small groups asking these questions and hearing your re-
sponses. We have a challenging task in front of us; as the statistics tell us that the church is dy-
ing, that numbers are down and the future is uncertain, we are simultaneously being called to lis-
ten to the breath of new life blowing around us. Where is the Spirit of God breathing new life 
into the world and how are we a part of that new life? As Romans 12:2 says, ñDo not be con-
formed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of Godðwhat is good and acceptable and  
perfect.ò Be transformed by the new life God is breathing into the world. This is a call to listen, 
imagine, and witness to Godôs work in the world, to discern where God is calling us.  
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Statistical Report for 2019 

 
 
Baptisms  
 Hank Deitrich Hasbargen 
 Knox Gary Johnson 
      +2 baptized  
Confirmations  
       
      
 
Marriages 
  
 
Funerals/Memorial Services/Deaths 
 Lloyd Ray Dawley 
      0 baptized 0 confirmed 
 
Membership 
Transferred Out/ Removed: 
      0 baptized 0 confirmed 
 
Received/Transferred In/Reinstated: 
 Sue Hasbargen  
      +1 baptized +1 confirmed 

 
 

Membership Statistics   Baptized Confirmed 
December 31, 2018       129          95 
December 31, 2019       132          96 

             =========================== 
 Net Change               +3 baptized         1 confirmed 
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Treasurerôs Report ~ JanuaryðDecember 2019 
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